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FEW weeks

ago, | men-
tioned in a column
which focused on
the Dakins Road
area in Wairarapa
that Kal Schubert, a
German winemak-
er, was establishing
in the

42 hectares he has bought,
but they have been produc-
ing wines for the past three
years, most of them from
grapes grown under contract
in the Gimblett Road area in
Hawke's Bay.

Such Is the quality of
some (two from his first vin-
tage have already won gold
medals in Germany) that.l'd
suggest this is an operation

. worth watching as it unfolds
over the next few years, par-
ticularly when the pinot noirs
they came here to produce
start coming on stream.

Why New Zesland, and
East Taratahi in particular?
Because it offered the most
promise, sava Mr Schul:lert

Warren

Scaling the Schubert _aﬁ?

sites in France, Ore-
gon in the United

before acquiring, in

vineyards of bare land closer
area. | have sinte Bm to Masterton. y
discovered that not st Eventually, 75 per.. |
only have he and Wine cent of the main .
his partner, Marion vineyard will - be:
Deimling, planted 14 of the planted in pinot noir (the first

small parcel has already
been harvested), the balance
in such varleties as meriot,
cabernet sauvignon, syrah,
pinot gris, chardonnay and
some muller-thurgau, pinot
blanc and riesling.

Mr Schubert says that he,
his partner and Hiroyki Kusa-
da, from Japan, are all gradu-
ates of the University of Ap-
plied Science in Viticulture
and Oenology in Geisen-
helm, Germany, and will con-
finue to produce the wines
they are already making from
Hawke's Bay fruit and have
just released.

The muscular (14.5 per
cent) reds are stunners —
the 1989 Schubert Hawke's

who also looked at -

States and Australia .

1898, a small estab-
lished vineyard In--
Martinborough and’
z.. the 40-odd hec-tares

Bay  Cabernet
Franc ls a'mouth-
ful of plums and
currants that is as
rich and succulent
as It looks; the
1998 Hawke's
Bay' = Cabernst

can be tasted at Aylstone's
Yerraces winebar,
The Schubert range nlso
features and 2000 Gimblett
- Road Sauvignon Blanc with a
mineral Eurcpean touch
{$20), a subtly oaked 2000
chardonnay ($25) and two

Sauvignon is an - other very Interesting
‘equally robust, | whltus — a really appeal-
‘but" sweet-frult- 5 y-crisp, pear-flavoured

% of muller-thurgau,
ardonnay and pinot
~gris called Tribianco

.. ($20) and a beautifully
honeyed, botrytised-
style mix, mostly ot

blackcurranl'ad-.'.

1999 syrah. muiler-thurgau  and

None is exactly | sauvignon blanc
cheap, which re- named Dolce (350 for
flacts the small vol- 750mis, %25 for

ume produced at-a
temporary winery in
Greytown. However,
it is possible to get
them In 375ml hottles
at roughly half the

- 375mis).

Both are wines
that are well worth
seeking out, as are
the others made by
this talented team

price. The standard Schubert 7999 of newcomers.

size cabernet franc Cabernet

(750ml) sells at $65, Franc ...as

the cabernet sauvi- rich and Good buying: Mon-

gnuﬂ and thesyrahat swucculenfas  tana Reserve Sauvi-

45, but they are it looks gnon Blanc and

available, at this Reisling, $14.85, at

stage, only in Martin- The Mill Liguor-
save.

borough, where they

. .".‘-.-'7,_2;,;'-.; L -57




